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To a LOYAL and DISCERNING NATION, 
The following Lines are humbly ſubmitted. 


As various reports have been propagated by malicious and 
unprincipled men, WE, THE SEAMEN OF HIS MA- 
 JESTY'S FLEET, under the command of Admiral Lord 
BRID PORT, Knight.of the Bath, &c. think it a duty incum- 
bent on ourſelves, to publiſh at large our juſt and moderate re- 
queſts—Grievances which were promiſed to be redrefſed— 
Snares laid to entrap our loyal brethren, ſuch as were deemed 
heads of our proceedings—the particulars of our unfortunate 
affair, which happened on board the London the qth inſtant— 
unjuſt aſperſions thrown on our characters as Britiſh Seamen, 
dy an Honorable Member in the Houſe of Commons, with ob- 
ſervations on the ſame—and our particular reaſon for not pro- 
ceeding to ſea, that our grateful countrymen might not be 
deceived, or ourſelves prejudiced by falſe reports, 


WE requeſted an augmentation of our wages, which was 
complied with, though reluctantly on the part of MinisTERs: 
Our late wages were, 


: | . | 
Able Seamen LS F | 
Landmen „ 017 6 per Month. 


The preſent is, 
Able Seamen — — 1 10 o * 
Ordinary Seamen — 12 0 pper Month. 
Landmen — — i 43. 0 


% 


(3) 
There being now three claſſes, we requeſted likewiſe that the 
Purſer's eighths ſhould be taken off, which was complied with 
—the weight of the different Articles were as follows: 


Bread — — 14 Ounces 
Cheeſe — — q ditto 
Butter — — 12 ditto 


Of ſpirituous liquors and ſmall beer, the Purſer had an 
eighth out of each Gallon: The eighths are now taken off, and 
we have the full weight. FS 

His MajesTty's Pax po was then requeſted to exempt 
our Brethren from having any puniſhment inflicted on them for 
trivial miſdemeanor, and our non-compliance to the order given 
for going to Sea; — His Majeſty was pleaſed to grant the ſame; 
we then returned to the ordinary diſcharge of duty, as deſired, 
but from that we never deviated during our perſeverance, except 
weighing anchor, which we poſitively refuſed, excepting our 
| requeſts were complied with, We then went to St. Helen's, 

diſtant from Spithead about three miles, on the ſignal being made 
by the Admiral (excepting three Ships of the line, which had 
not their private grievances redreſſed, viz. London, Marlbo- 
rough, and La Nymph.) 

The wind did not favour our proceeding to Sea during our 
filence, for by this we wiſh to be underſtood we were in a ſtate 
of ſuſpence, as there was no ſign of an Act being paſſed ; we 
could not be deceived in that point, as the freedom of the 
Preſs is allowed, and ſeveral of us in the Fleet can read. Our 
reaſons are obviouſly not confined alone to the Act not being 
paſſed, although it lay dormant for fourteen days; private 
inſtructions were ſent to each Commander in the Fleet, of which 
we are not ignorant, as will be found in the ſequel. Full allow- 
ances were granted to ſome Ship's Companies ſuppoſed to be 
the leading ones, and not to others, which cauſed a ſuſpicion 
throughout the whole Fleet, The Ships remaining at Spithead 
had not their private grievances redreſſed, though many days 
had elapſed, nor any ſign of their being redreſſed: be it under- 
ſtood by private grievances—trying by Court Martial ſuch Of. 
ficers as had, n behaved in a tyrannical and oppreſ- 


five 


— —— — —— — net «a9 


mance ot the ſame ?—Yes. 


(4) 

five manner, unbecoming the character of Gentlemen and the 
dignified ſtation they filled. | 

Private murmurings were heard :—at length, breaſts of 
Seamen, fired with indignation at being neglected, burſt forth 
on the 7th inſtant. It was then, oh! horrid to relate! that we 
found out the ſchemes laid out to ſacrifice ſome of the brighteſt 
gems that ever adorned this or any other .country. Permit us, 
grateful countrymen, to aſk a few queſtions on the occaſion, and 


as you are ata conſiderable diſtance from us at preſent, and igno- 


rant of the particulars, permit us alſo to return the anſwers, 
and we will cheerfully ſubmit the whole to your conſideration, 

Were we not united in one common cauſe ?P—Anxs. Yes. | 

Were we not bound by oath to perſevere in our reſolutions 
of not going to ſea until our juſt and moderate requeſts were 
attained, and the ſanction of Parliament given for the perfor: 

Did we not ſolicit our moſt cRAc1ovs  Soverzion's par- 
don for any exceſſes committed by our brethren during our late 
perieverance ?—Yes, 

Was it not granted Ves. 

No ſooner was that pardon granted, hat: in direct contra- 
diction to that his Royal Proclamation, were individuals ſe- 
lected for the expreſs purpoſe of ſacrificing them to malice and 
private reſentment. 

Are then poor, but loyal individuals' lives to be ſacriſiced 
for the mere ſport of tyrants Not according to the laws of 
civilized nations. | 

Is ſuch the recompence for meritorious ſervice tendered to | 


their amiable ſovereign and benevolent nation? 


To whom are we to look or apply for protection? 

We cannot ſurmile, ſince all laws, human and divine, are 
trampled under foot. Miſerable indeed, then, is the fituation 
of the loyal, but unfortunate Tars, whom their country at large 


adores, but whom tyrannical and malicious men in office ſeek, 


baſely ſeck, to betray and facrifice : If a national bond is not 


given, ſuch will be the diſaſter ſome will experience. 
Will not the following melancholy cataſtrophe evince the 
whole world of our aſſertions?— On Sunday the 7th inſtant, 
ever 


(5) 


ever to be recorded, a gallant chief, (not indeed ſo, but as ſuch 
repreſented by an Honorable Member, Mr. WarrTBREAD ;— 
perhaps the Honorable Member committed a miſtake, it was 
ſurely his gallantry with the fair ſex he alluded to, for his coun- 
try is ignorant of any gallant action by him performed) with his 
_ officers in concert, eſpied the boats of the fleet proceeding on 
board the Marlborough, which was fortunate enough on their 
fide; as the London's officers had the quarter-deck guns loaded 
with grape and caniſter ſhot, ready to fire into them. Admiral 
Coryrovs had all hands ſent aft, and informed them there was 
| ſomething amiſs amongſt the ſhips at St. Helen's, and deſired 
them to go below, run in the lower-deck guns, and lower the 
ports; and then part of them to return on deck, and hoiſt in 
the boats, Which was complied with. The fame being done, all 
hands were ordered below; at the lame time officers appearing 
armed, and the marines were armed and accoutred with bayonets 
fixed, and pieces loaded: Four of the main- deck guns were or- 
dered to be loaded with grape and caniſter ſhot, run in as far as the 
breeching would allow, to be ready to point forward on the ſhip's 


company. Before the people could well comply with the orders of 


going below, the Captain ordered Lieut, Bovsx to fire on ſome 
of the people that were forward under the forecaſtle, which he 
did not immediately comply with, upon which Capt. CGrireirus 
preſented his piſtols to him, and ſwore he would put him to. 
death that moment if he did not inſtantly comply with his orders, 
in this dilemma, the Lieutenant fired, and wounded two men. 
The ſhip's company being now all below, and hearing there were 
ſome boats along fide, they expreſſed their wiſh to know what 
they wanted, bur in vain, the hammocks aud ſpurs from their 
| bootas were thrown on all the hatchways, and the officers putting 
the hammocks a little alide, ſo as to give room fired aſlant down 
the hatchways on the unarmed men below, and wounded ſeveral 
ſeverely, part of which are ſince dead; in. the mean time the 
little Midſhipmen were buſily employed, with proper imple- 
ments prepared for the purpole, to cut away the port-ropes of 
the middle deck, well knowing that the heart of a ſeaman could 
not hurt a boy. At laſt, irritated with leeing lo much blood pilt, 1 


wg were determined to force che gunner's ſtore- room to procure _} 


mall 


(0) 
ſmall arms; they then drew cartridges from ſome of the lower 


deck gur s, to ſupply them with powder, taking care to ſecure 
the magazines with proper centinels. Thus armed they were 


determined to gain the main deck to confer with the officers, 


on Which the marines were ſummoned to take the oath of allegi- 
ance to the officers, but they, provoked at premeditated murder, 
did not conſent, nor would they fire, hut went and joined their 
unhappy ſhipmates. The upper deck was then ſtormed in ſpite 
of oppoſition ; the officers called for quarter and then fled. 
The heat of paſſion by this time ſubſided, and they were uſed 
with much mor: humanity than the moſt part of them deſerved. 
This isan impartial account of the unhappy affair, and wetruſt 


will be a warning to officers of the Navy to uk men with leſs 
tyrannic uy. 


| No. 
Seamen dan gerouſly wounded, and fince nad, = 2: 
Marines lightly wounded, Þﬀ>Þ = = 1 
| Officers wounded, one in the arm, and has ſince } , 
_ ſuffered amptutation, - C K 


Thus ended the firſt action that ever the brave Admiral 
Corrors, as ſome are pleaſed to call him, was in; and had it 
not been owing to the kind interference of the Delegates and 
the boat crews, which arrived at the time they got the better 
of the Officers, that gallant Officer, with all his aſſociates, 
would have fell victims to the enraged crew, which their raſh- 


naeſs juſtly merited. They were then confined, each to his ſe- 


| parate cabin, to be tried when they arrived at St. Helen's, It 
was the general opinion of the Seamen, and much to their credit 
be it ſpoken, on the ſhip's arrival at St. Helen's, to deliver the 


Officers, except Admiral Col ros, whom they were certain 


| was the inſtigator of the whole, up to the Civil Law. On the 
10th it was propoſed, that the opinion of each ſhip's company 
mould be given in writing, folded up, and not to be opened 
until the whole of the opinions were delivered on board the 
London, and the Delegates from each ſhip preſent. A ſignal 
was then made by the London for all the Delegates to attend 


(May 11) and deliver their refpoteve ſhip's opinion, when 
there appeared, | In 


| (7) | 
In his favour, at leaſt that he ſhould be left to his } N 


own ſhip's company's mode of puniſnment 


For immediate execution * 5 
Maj ority in his favour - 7 


The Admiral and his Officers were then delivered up to 
the Portſmouth Magiſtrate. 

In the beginning of our Narrative, we mentioned the lab 
fions thrown on our characters as Britiſh Seamen. The follow- 
Ing concerns the Mars alone—whoſe crew, evil-minded men, 

were pleaſed to ſay, correſponded with French Agents; but 
they are as groundleſs as they are malicious: Her crew, we 
do not deny, were more headſtrong than thoſe of other ſhips. 
Treachery or republican principles they, like the crews of the 
whole Fleet, diſavow. The following aſperſions allude to us 
all, and are taken from an Hon. Member's ſpeech in the Houſe 
of Commons, inſerted in the Su x of the 19th Inſtant, parts of 
which we have quoted, with neceſſary Remarks on the ſame, 
beginning with the following, his expreſs words:. 

There muſt be a point in which the demands of the Sea- 
men muſt ceaſe.” 

Can that Hon. Member entertain a doubt but we maturely 

weighed within our boſoms the boon we ſolicited, nor took 
advantage of our diſtreſſed country at the preſent momentous. 


crifis, when ſo many millions were voted away for chimerical N 


purpoſes. He condeſcends to ſay, What has been granted 
to us, appeared to be no more than what juſtice required; but 
he could not avoid declaring his diſapprobation of the mode we 
adopted—it was not conſiſtent with that high character which 
Britiſh Seamen always maintained.“ It is beyond our compre- 
henfion what meaſures he would adopt as plighted faith was 
forfeited. He farther ſays, and on the bare refleftion of which, 
he might bluſh, if ever a bluſh adorned his cheek. I fear 
they have been worked upon by ſome interference of the 
fouleſt, baſeſt and moſt treacherous nature.” Treachery! as 

Britiſh Seamen, we deteſt the thought. If there were men 


who, upon other occaſions, conſidered themſelves as being op- 4 


preſſed, there was at leaſt ſomething of dignity and openneſs 


N "Rac. 
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in complaining at the es 3 hai if they wiſhed to obtain 


Revenge,” gays he, by endeavouring to ſap and deſtroy the 
bulwark of the country, they were the baſeſt and fouleſt traitors 


that ever diſgraced a country.” Dignified we are, for the ſer- 


vi es tendered our country on every occaſion, When we had 


to diſpute with the enemy (ſuperiority: of numbers not excep- 


ted) the empire of the main, of Which this *c6untry maintains 


the aſcendancy. Openneſs of heart: and frankneſs of mind are 


the general characteriſtic of à -Britiſh ' Seaman. Ile never | 


E could have believed. that wuile the fleet of the enemy was pre- 


paxing for ſea; Engliſh Sailors would remain in port diſputing 
© *with- Government; they were the laſt body of men from 


1. N 


8 2 : » whom he ſhould ſuſpect ſuch conduct.“ Oh! Suri x, if 


this be your mean opinion of Britiſh Samen,: thou knoweſt 
* little,” very” little of 'Seamen's ſentiment. Our. requeſts were 
moderate and juſt. Why. rhein ſhauld Government (who 


know otir deſerts) diſpute with us? We are not tainted with 
+ * Republicaniſm; on its agents we would not deign a look. 


Impute any thing to us thy mean ſoul can dictate but treachery 5 


1 | its principles we diſavow. What Revenge could he ſuppoſe 
we could with to take of the country which gave us Birth? 


If any Revenge was our aim, it would have been on thoſe who 
> pole us, private individuals, not our grateful country. 
That Honorable Gentleman, thinking he had defeated the 
Chancellor, * ttacked the poor, but loyal Tars. He will not 
find them eaſily defeated ; oppoſed to a foreign .foe in particu- 
lar. That Hon. Member's ſtruggles are great—a good ſalary 
he wants then (like an Honorable Friend of his boſom) he 
will be ſilent, with Miniſters' in particular. ON 


8 Dear Countrymen, we preſume you will no longer r remain 
ignorant—tlicrefore beg leave to conclude our r Narative, and 


remain ; 


„ CREE TIO THE LOYAL AND HUMANE TARS 


Of His Maytary' 8 Fleet, at St. HELEN" "RK 


i 


98 


Lusen Charlotte, May 35 7 1797. 


66 


— 


- 
* 
5 
% 

* 

* 
* 
4 4 
. 9 * 5 

o 
% 
* 1 o 
- 
8 - 
« 
7 * 
” . 
* 
\ , N 
. 
* 
.* 
4 
4 
* 
Ly 
5 


